
 

 

Take and Make: Balloon Powered Boats  

 

Check out other ideas at: https://ppld.org/kids/create/whats-new  
The video instructions are available at: tinyurl.com/PPLDVirtualSTEM  
  
"Believe me, my young friend, there is nothing—absolutely nothing—half so much worth 
doing as simply messing about in boats" (Water Rat to Mole in Wind in the Willows).   
  
Materials provided: container for boat, plastic straw, rubber band, balloon  
Materials you provide: sharp pencil to poke hole, container of water.  

  
1. Poke a hole in one of the short sides of the boat using a sharp pencil. It should be 
nearer to the top.  

  
2. Slide the balloon onto one end of the straw. (Pro tip:  Blow the balloon up a couple 
times to ease expansion when on the straw.)  

  
3. Rubber band the balloon into place. Blow the balloon up through the straw to test 
if it’s secured.  
  
4. Stick the straw through the hole in the boat with the balloon on the inside. Having the 
balloon inside the boat allows it to move forward through the water.  
  
5. Test your boat by blowing the balloon up through the straw. Pinch the straw to keep 
the balloon inflated until it can be released in water such as the bathtub or pool.    
  
6. Watch your boat zoom off. How does air power move your boat across the water?  
  
7.  Bend the straw in the back of the boat to make it turn.  
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